
 

                                  

First Pangolin Conservation Stakeholder Workshop Held 
in Cambodia 

Conservation International and partners help improve conservation of the 
endangered pangolin (scaly anteater) in Cambodia 

Monday 10 November 2008 

Phnom Penh, Cambodia -- Conservation International-Cambodia (CI), together with the 
Cambodian Forestry Administration and the Pangolin Conservation Support Initiative 
(PCSI) (through the Emerging Wildlife Conservation Leaders program), held a 
stakeholder workshop for pangolin conservation from November 4-5 in the Cardamom 
Mountains of southwest Cambodia. 

Cambodia is one if the last strongholds of the Malayan or Sunda pangolin, whose 
numbers have dramatically declined in neighboring countries due to the rampant illegal 
trade in the species. The Cambodian government has listed the Malayan pangolin as 
Rare on the national red list, giving it full protective status. However, pangolins are still 
being hunted and smuggled abroad because the large profit (approximately US$200 for 
one animal) is well worth the risk for poor subsistence farmers who live in and around 
forests where pangolins occur. 

The workshop engaged representatives from local communities, local government 
officials, police and rangers from Protected Area projects across the Cardamom 
Mountains, and staff from international conservation organizations seeking ways to work 
together to improve pangolin conservation in the region. Through working groups and 
discussions, participants developed ideas and plans for collaborative efforts to save this 
armored yet very threatened species. 

Additionally, part of the workshop was dedicated to training rangers stationed throughout 
southwest Cambodia in methods to correctly handle and release confiscated pangolins. 
This included basic assessment and treatment of injuries such as cuts from snares, as 
well as recording of data and the correct procedures to prosecute criminal cases 
involving the trade of pangolins and other protected wildlife. 

Conservation International has been conducting pangolin research and conservation in 
Cambodia since 2006. They have carried out surveys throughout the country to establish 
a better understanding of the status of the Malayan pangolin in the wild. They have also 
been radio-tracking confiscated and released pangolins to assess their survival and 



behavior once they are freed back into the forests. This will greatly improve future efforts 
to ensure that confiscated pangolins survive when released into the wild, many which 
currently suffer from stress and injuries arising from their capture. 

The Malayan pangolin (Manis javanica) is one of eight species belonging to this group of 
strange, almost prehistoric-looking mammals, which feed solely on ants and termites. 
The pangolin is covered in thick scales to protect it from predators. In spite of this 
protection, pangolins are easily collected by hunters and are now in high demand on the 
illegal Asian market. The meat is eaten as a delicacy and its scales are used as 
traditional medicine.  

The Malayan pangolin is listed on Appendix II of the Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), with zero export quotas and 
an international ban on all commercial trade. However, hundreds of thousands of 
pangolins are hunted and illegally smuggled across Asia every year, leaving populations 
in the wild severely depleted and the species on the brink of extinction. The Malayan 
pangolin was recently assessed and classified as globally Endangered by the World 
Conservation Union (IUCN).  

The Malayan pangolin may face a brighter future in Cambodia, where conservationists, 
government and local communities are working together to protect this species and its 
habitat. 

A partner of Conservation International, the Pangolin Conservation Support Initiative 
(PCSI) helped to organize, develop materials, and raise funds for the workshop. Funding 
for the workshop was provided by World Wildlife Fund's Russell E. Train Education for 
Nature Program, the Sea World & Busch Gardens Conservation Fund, the Emerging 
Wildlife Conservation Leaders (EWCL) program, and private donors.  

Please read more about pangolins and efforts to conserve them at 
www.savepangolins.org. 
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Conservation International (CI) applies innovations in science, economics, policy and community participation 
to protect the Earth’s richest regions of plant and animal diversity and demonstrate that human societies can 
live harmoniously with nature. Founded in 1987, CI works in more than 40 countries on four continents to help 
people find economic alternatives without harming their natural environments. For more information about CI, 
visit www.conservation.org. 

 

 


